Players in the ener gy sector f ace rapidly changing conditions due to en vironmental concerns related to the emission of climate gases, technological progress, the f ast growth of renewables, market liberalization, and changes in global demand and supply. Firms, governments, and consumers are confronted with ne w challenges connected to increased competition, decentralization of production and the globalization of energy markets.
These new problems call for tailored quantitative solutions to analyze, optimize, and control the operation of ener gy systems and markets, taking into account the distinct economic, technological and political characteristics of the ener gy sector. Operations Research methods play an important role in pro viding these solutions. This special issue therefore aims at attracting innovative state-of-the-art contributions which help decision mak ers to better understand the problems at hand and improve the quality of decisions.
Papers can address but are not conf ned to the following topics:
• Demand Response 
